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ICE north & south 

diane best The photos in this book are the

product of my travels to the polar

regions, north & south: northeast

Greenland, northwest Greenland,

Antarctica, South Georgia Islands,

the Falklands, Iceland. Having spent

23 years in the Mojave Desert of

southern California, and producing

work based on that environment, this

may seem an extreme departure. In

fact, I see a commonality between

the 2 vast, empty spaces, with their

harsh environments and small human

population: the hot, sand desert,

and the cold, ice desert. Both

landscapes affect me in a similar

manner - the expansive space allows

room for creative thought and

actions, and the overwhelming

(sometimes frightening) beauty there

touches my soul deeply. ©2018







"From where, therefore, comes that

peculiar lure of these polar regions?

Amid this desolation and death I have

experienced a more vivd pleasure of

my own life. I feel that, in some

way, these regions make a kind of

religious impression on one...The man

who penetrates his way into these

regions feels his soul uplifted."

Jean-Baptiste Charcot  1904 French Antarctica

Explorer







"The world cannot live without the Arctic: it affects every living thing on Earth

and acts as a virtual thermostat, reflecting sunlight and cooling the planet."

Philippe Cousteau, Jr.



Antarctica - Fin del Mundo In today's instant world, it was amazing to experience the passage of time and

travel from another era, with long days on incredibly rough seas, storms swirling around the ship. It was like a

trip back in time, to a land full of primitive, emotional beauty, devoid of humans.









"Antarctica has this mythic weight. It resides in the collective unconscious of so

many people, and it makes this huge impact, just like outer space. It's like going

to the moon." Jon Krakauer



"Antarctica looks like a fairy-tale"  Roald Amundsen, Norwegian explorer

"It may look like a fairy-tale, but the storms and rough seas with 40 ft. waves nearly did

me in - and severely injured one of the passengers on our ship" Diane Best













Salisbury Plain, South Georgia Islands, home to a 500,000 member king penguin colony, the

Serengeti of the Southern Ocean. The pristine Arctic air, free of polutants, has a

particular kind of clarity, with its low hard light....mesmerizing and dreamlike.



primitive, emotional beauty...Paradise Bay, Antarctica







Massive face of the Jakobshavn Glacier. Ilulissat Icefjord, northwest Greenland











Ice melt on top of Jakobshavn Glacier. This kind of melting occurs every summer,

but is increasing at a rapid rate.











"If Antarctica

were music it

would be Mozart.

Art, and it would

be Michelangelo

Literatrue, and it

would be

Shakespeare. And

yet it is

something even

greater: the only

place on earth

that is still as

it should be. May

we never tame it."
Andrew Denton

















deep in the Scoresbysund fjord system...Rodefjord, northeast Greenland







Edge of the vast ice sheet covering 80% of Greenland. near Kangerlussuaq

Jakobshavn Glacier, Ilulissat Icefjord, Greenland.

This glacier drains 6.5% of the Greenland ice sheet, and produces 10% of all

Greenland icebergs. It is around 2,000 meters thick and covers 110,000 sq.

kilometers.





Andvord Bay, Antarctica



  Ilulissat Icefjord, Greenland











The Ocean

Adventurer, at

anchor near the

Eqip Sermia

Glacier, northwest

Greenland. The sea

ice was rapidly

closing in, and we

were in a rush to

get back to the

ship and leave

while it was still

possible to break

through the ice.

left: 

Scoresbysund,

northeast

Greenland - the

largest fjord

system in the

world.

right:

retreating

glacier,

Vatnajokull

National Park,

Iceland















Jakobshavn Glacier, Ilulissat Icefjord, Greenland















                            

                    

    Schooner Opal, Scorsebysund, Greenland


